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poverty " as if God had never promised full gar-
ners for a blessing; and always choosing men of
high intellectual power for the heads of their
community, they have had more directly whole-
some influence  on the  outer world  than   any
other order of monks so narrow in number, and
restricted in habitation.    For while the Francis-
can and Cistercian monks became-every where a
constant element in European society, the Car-
thusians, in  their active sincerity, remained, in
groups of not more than from twelve to twenty
monks in any single monastery, the tenants of a
few wild valleys of the north-western Alps; the
subsequent over-flowing   of   their brotherhood
into the Certosas of the Lombard plains being
mere waste and wreck of them; and the great
Certosa of Pavia one of the worst shames  of
Italy,   associated  with  the    accursed  reign   of
Galeazzo Visconti.    But in their strength, from
the foundation of the order, at the close of the
eleventh century, to the beginning of the four-
teenth, they reared in their mountain fastnesses,.
and sent out to minister to the world, a succes-
sion of men of immense mental grasp, and se-
renely authoritative innocence; among whom our
own   Hugo of  Lincoln,   in  his  relations  with
Henry I. and Cceur de Lion, is to my mind the
most beautiful sacerdotal figure known to me in
history.    The great Pontiffs have a power which